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Newsletter 
    September 2009  

 

A WORD FROM THE ‘CHIEF’ 
 

 

Hello all, just a quick word today on exercising & training your dog. As you 
all know you should be taking your dog for a walk every day. This is a 
good time to also train your dog. If you are walking your dog to a park or 
grassy area, use a working word for when you are on the footpath, so they 
know that they should be walking at the ‘heel’ position, then, always give 
the dog a command to sit, stand or down each time stop to check that the 
road is clear. Don’t forget to praise and/or reward when the dog has done 
as you have asked. 
 
If you can find a place to let your dog run free or even just a park area, use 
a word e.g. ‘free’ to let him/her know that it is now their time. If you have 
to leave your dog on lead, let him/her go to the end of the lead, and 

without them pulling on the lead, follow them to whatever it is they want to investigate.  When you or the 
dog have had enough, bring them back with a working word (e.g. ‘working’) and use the walk home to train 
them. This way they learn to associate the working word with a good time out with Mum or Dad. 
 
Remember, when you are passing another dog and handler coming towards you, always pass person to 
person, not dog to dog, this way the dogs are less likely to have a snap at each other. 
 
One other point, remember you can train yourself to hold your lead correctly, use the correct footwork and 
hand signals, without your dog. I wouldn’t advise you doing it in full view of everybody as they may think you 
are a bit odd, but you can do it in the house or backyard. If you have all that down pat, then, when your dog is 
on the end of the lead, you won’t have to be thinking about what you are doing, and be able to concentrate 
on your dog.  
 
A few minutes everyday is all it takes, and dogs learn very, very quickly, particularly, if rewards are used. 
 
That’s all for this month, next month – dumbbells & out of sight stays. 
 
Roddy 
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                                                                                      AAGGIILLIITTYY  
DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  

 

Empire Park, Bar Beach 

Sunday 20th September 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any Agility Members (only) wanting to represent the Club in an Agility 
Demonstration at the ‘Doggy Fun Day’ are asked to contact: 

Paul Hill: 0427 762 497 or email: zoeypjhill@dodo.com.au ASAP!! 
 

 
For the rest of us that want to watch, or just go and hang out after training: 

Check Out: 

www.doggyfunday.com 
Details: 

Lots of fun and games for dogs and their owners are guaranteed at the Doggy Fun Day in Newcastle on 

September 20th, 2009. 

Now in its third year, this award-winning event will include a parade of pooches, pet-orientated market 

stalls, kids dog competition, Canine Cafe, K9 games, competitions, doggy dress up competition, Dancing 

with Dogs, Daschund Soccer, demonstrations, races and stage events as well as an array of international 

food stalls. 

We have events and activities to entertain the kids and the young at heart. 

There will also be demonstrations of new pet products and give-aways and samples. 

See exhibits of rare breeds, working dogs, RAAF guard dogs and enjoy Husky rides as well as small dog 

races.  

Join the fun and support your local surf lifesaving volunteers, who will benefit from funds raised on the 

day.  

Look forward to seeing you at the Doggy Fun Day 2009 in Empire Park, Bar Beach, inner Newcastle. 

Woof! 

mailto:zoeypjhill@dodo.com.au
http://www.doggyfunday.com/
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    President’s Dog of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOG 

 
The Old English Sheepdog is a breed of dog used for herding livestock and as a pet. They are best known for 

their shaggy grey and white fur which also covers their face, including their eyes. 

In countries where this practice is legal, the OES’s tail is usually docked at or below the 1
 
st joint. The 

procedure produces the panda-like rear end. Puppies are born with jet black and white fur further likening them 

to the panda. It is only after the puppy coat is shed that the more common grey or silver shaggy hair appears. A 

nickname for the OES is “bobtail”. Undocked Old English Sheepdogs are becoming a more common sight as 

some countries have now banned docking.  

In some areas, they are often known as the Dulux dog, as a result of their long-running use in advertising Dulux 

paint. 

Appearance 

Males generally weigh about 45 kgs, females 35 kgs. 

They stand around 22 inches at the whithers, and their 

long coats can be any shade of grey, grizzle, blue, or 

blue merle, with optional white markings. The 

undercoat is water resistant. The OES’s abundant coat 

is an effective insulator in both hot and cold weather.  

Temperament 

This breed’s temperament can be described as 

intelligent, funny, social, and adaptable which means 

that Old English Sheepdogs can live outside and 

inside, although they sometimes may seem to not be 

all that intelligent on 1st impressions. They generally 

get along with children, other dogs, other pets and visitors. Like all herding breeds, they require plenty of 

exercise, both mental and physical. They are bubbly and playful, and sometimes may be stubborn, depending on 

their mood. Sheepdogs are excellent, intuitive, and loving companions. The herding instinct that has bee carried 

down through the generations is astonishing. They have been known to not only to herd livestock, but also their 

family members. They will push (not bite or nip) any family member away from dangerous objects and people. 

These animals are gentle with other dogs and are always willing to play with you. 

Care 
 

 



4 

 

                                                                                         Newsletter Supported By Anna Bay Tavern 

   

 

 

Prior to the acquisition of an OES, thought should be given to the extensive grooming required. The long coat 

protects not only from the cold, but from mild heat and sun as well. It is not necessary to keep the hair long over 

the eyes unless you are showing the dog. Some who show their dogs use a band to hold the hair out of the dog’s 

eyes when at home. Remember, if you cannot the dog’s eyes, then the dog can not see well either. The hair over 

the eyes can be kept even with the rest of the coat when it is trimmed. Like all dogs, they are prone to cataracts  

as they age, but there is no evidence that they are more prone due to trimmed hair. The long coat requires 

brushing at least once weekly, which can take an hour or longer to perform. The dense undercoat between the 

pads of the feet, behind the ears, and at the base of the legs is especially prone to matting. Trimming the hair 

between the toes and the ball of the foot is especially important. Matting of the dogs coat is uncomfortable and 

can even be painful for the animal. For those who cannot devote so much time to grooming, and who are not 

really interested in showing their dogs, trimming the dog’s coat in the springtime with electric sheers is a great 

solution. Matting of hair inside the ear canal is normal, and can easily be removed by a veterinarian or by the 

use of a hemostat by the owner. The inside of the ears and underside of the ear flaps should be cleaned 

regularly. Some people have saved their OES’s hair from grooming and have it spun into yarn.   
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OBEDIENCE 

TRIALING DATES TO NOTE 
Please consult your Dogs NSW magazine for more information, or check out the gazette online at 

www.dogs.nsw.com.au for more trial dates as not all trials may not be listed here. 

CLUB   DATE OF TRIAL  TOWN/SUBURB  ENTRIES CLOSE 

ARMIDALE  SAT 10 & SUN 11 OCT  ARMIDALE   13 SEPTEMBER 2009 

BLUE MOUNTAINS SAT 28 NOVEMBER  ERSKINE PARK   31 OCTOBER 2009 

NSW STATE TITLES SAT 3 & SUN 4 OCTOBER  ERSKINE PARK   12 SEPTEMBER 2009 

PORT STEPHENS  FRI 6 & SAT 7 NOVEMBER RAYMOND TERRACE  10 OCTOBER 2009 

PORT MACQUARIE SAT 24 & SUN 25 OCTOBER PORT MACQUARIE  1 OCTOBER 2009 

STHRN HIGHLANDS SAT 17 & SUN 18 OCTOBER NEW BERRIMA  18 SEPTEMBER 2009 

 

 

  

 

AGILITY/JUMPING 

TRIALING DATES TO NOTE 
Please consult your Dogs NSW magazine for more information, or check out the gazette online at 

www.dogs.nsw.com.au  for more trial dates as not all trials may be listed here. 

CLUB   DATE OF TRIAL  TOWN/SUBURB  ENTRIES CLOSE 

BRUSH FARM  SUN 25 OCTOBER  EASTWOOD   1 OCTOBER 2009 

SPRINGWOOD SUN 18 OCTOBER  SPRINGWOOD  2 OCTOBER 2009 

 

http://www.dogs.nsw.com.au/
http://www.dogs.nsw.com.au/
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                                                                   NNEEWWSS  

 

Title gained photo’s are not only displayed on the website! 

There are boards in the Clubhouse designed to display Title Gained photo’s – 

so get them printed out and pin them up  

 

 

END OF YEAR TITLE TROPHIES 
 

We need stewards for the November Obedience Trial! 
Being a steward is especially rewarding for any Club Member that thinks that 

they might want to trial in the future – it is the best way to see what happens in 
the trial ring 

The November Trial is on Friday 6th & Saturday 7th November 
November Trial is a night trial. 

If you can only do one night that is fine also!  
Please See Vicki Sellwood or any Committee Member  

 

http://www.portstephensdogclub.org.au/
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The Cleverest Labradoodle in the World 

                                                           (according to me!!) 

 

 
 

 I first attended Port Stephens Dog Club in October 2007 with my only wish to socialise Tilly and prevent her dislocating 
my shoulder whilst walking on a leash. 
Tilly was 2 years old and although she had always loved humans, she was showing aggression towards other dogs. 
We attended the Club every Sunday morning and began having lessons with Fudge. We began in Class 1 and with a little 
practice each day at home we quickly progressed. By February ’08 Tilly and I had progressed to Class 5. I was thoroughly 
enjoying training and so was she. It was such a pleasure to have an obedient dog and walking was now enjoyable. 
For a few months before this I had watched Class 4 & 5 and from afar would never have imagined we could do those 
exercises….and off lead work too! 
Once we had reached Class 4 we were entitled to attend Wednesday night training, 
but I wasn’t feeling very confident even though I was excited by the prospect. So I 
went along one Wednesday night without Tilly, just to watch. It was Jean Blenkinsop 
who sat and talked to me and encouraged me to attend. 
Well it was great -we were both enjoying it, so to get a feel of ‘trialling’ I stewarded at 
a local trial. It was fabulous and I wanted to have a go. There was no stopping us. 
We were training Sundays and Wednesdays at the Club and having lessons with 
Fudge, who was constantly raising the bar. 
Jane Scorer and Fudge both encouraged me to enter a trial in April at St Ives in 
Sydney. I was  a nervous wreck all week, and then Tilly ate half a mud cake the night 
before, so I had little confidence of getting there, let alone competing. 
Well, my clever girl came 3rd with 94/100 and we were thrilled to bits. However – I 
really don’t recommend the mud cake as chocolate is toxic (but being a Woolies cake I 
don’t think that there was actually a lot of chocolate content!). 
We then competed at our own Club trial in May and came 1st on Saturday, and then 
passed and gained our CCD Title on Sunday. 
Only a week later Tilly became very poorly, her health had been deteriorating daily. 
She had been getting weaker and weaker until she couldn’t even get out of her crate. 
She was diagnosed with Addisons Disease. This means a lifetime of medication – but  
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when she left Motto Farm Vet’s a week later I thought that they had given me a 
new dog. She had obviously been suffering for a long time. 
Brian Blenkinsop pushed me into entering Novice at Maitland in July 08. Tilly 
came 2nd on Saturday and 1st on Sunday…..Thank You Brian!!! We went to Brush 
Farm next where she gained her Novice Title. 
In November we entered Open where she came 2nd. In January we entered 
again and she came 1st. She achieved her Open (CDX) Title in March at Brush 
Farm and came 2nd. We were over the moon by this stage. 
Tilly was enjoying each new challenge as much as I was. During this time Fudge 
had us learning UD exercises but I never imagined we could pull it all together. I 
should have had more confidence in my special girl. 
She came 1st in her third attempt at UD in May 09, 3rd in her fifth attempt at 
Cessnock this year and then 2nd in her ninth attempt on Sunday 19th July at 
Maitland where she gained her UD Title. 
We are now going to aim for her Obedience Championship Title and then 
maybe try UDX………I hear that there is a bell hanging around in the Clubhouse 
that is gathering dust!! 
All of this has been achievable by just a few minutes training each day using 
positive reinforcement methods and taking her to different locations to train 

occasionally. 
Trialling is so much fun, especially when a group of people go together. Having your dog, your friends, a picnic and a 
good old laugh is a great day out………good results are just a bonus! 
I know that this is going to sound like an Oscars speech, but I would really like to thank so many people for helping us 
along the way. Firstly to Charlotte McGrath from Tamaruke for giving us such a wonderful dog. The to Jane Scorer for 
actually directing me to Fudge, and Roddy Macdonald the Chief Instructor, without whom these achievements would 
have not have been possible. 
Brian, Steve & Chelsea for constantly encouraging me to the next goal. Emma for helping so much with the care of 
Chelsea. 
I would also like to thank all of the instructors and class participants for not treating me like the leper I felt like when I 
had to have Tilly wearing the pink neck tie. Xxxx 
Just remember – be consistent and above all………… 
Have fun with your dog!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Sam  
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   Welcome  
    New Members 

 

 

Calla Francis   With ‘Oreo’ 

Trent Humby    With ‘Rummy’ 

Tony Benson   With ‘Ranga’ 

Sarah Worth   With ‘Zeava’ 

Mary Greenwood  With ‘Cirsium’ 
 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

       CLASS PROMOTIONS 

 

Only the One Club Promotion 
Congrat’s to: 
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Does Your Dog Love to Chase Things? 

A brief summary of Lure Coursing 

If you have a dog that loves the thrill of a chase and has energy to burn, why not try the sport of lure 
coursing? Any breed or cross breed of dog can participate in this fun sport, as long as they have the urge to 
chase!  

Lure coursing was once only a sport for sighthounds, which are the dogs which use their eyes rather than their 
noses for hunting prey, but many clubs nowadays hold lure coursing events for any breed of dog who just likes 
to chase things! 

A lure course is set up using a bunch of plastic strips or a plastic bag which is tied to a rope. The rope is then 
pulled around an irregular array of spindles and pulleys using a motorcycle engine. Ideally, the lure would 
follow an irregular pattern, similar to a rabbit or hare running through a paddock trying to escape in a pursuit.  

 

A Golden Retriever hypnotised by the lure! 

In the sport of lure coursing dogs are judged on the following: 

 Enthusiasm - the dog‟s determination to reach the lure. 

 Follow - keeping close to the lure and reacting quickly to the lure‟s changes in direction 

 Agility - their ability to follow the lure through the bends and twists or the course without going wide or 
cutting corners 

 Endurance – both mental concentration and physical stamina of the dog 

 Speed - the dog‟s speed around the lure course is not measured by time, but rather on the dog‟s rate 
of movement. More points go to a dog that is moving low to the ground and stretching out their strides 
to cover as much ground as possible to reach the lure. 

If you would like some more info about lure coursing, the web has some great resources. „Sydney Lure 
Coursing‟ is run by the Afghan Hound Club of NSW and holds Fun Days for dogs of all breeds and abilities. For 
more information on practice and trial dates, check on www.dogzonline.com.au. There are no more events 
being held this year; however you can join the Yahoo Group “Sydney Lure Coursing” to receive updates for the 
events being held in 2010. Fun days are held at the Bill Spilstead Complex for Canine Affairs, 44 Luddenham 
Road, Erskine Park. 

 

 

http://www.dogzonline.com.au/
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Trraacckkiinngg  
 

 

 

 

 

 
For our August trial we had six entries five TDX tracks and one Champion Track. Cynthia Briggs passed her 

TDX5 track with a Good no other dogs Qualified. The weather was fine but a bit hot for tracking which didn’t 

help the dogs. 

The trial ran very well thanks to the Stewards & Tracklayers who all did a great job. I would like to thank Mary 

Greenwood for an excellent job as Chief Steward and our Rep David Collins. As always it’s a pleasure to have 

Tiki Friezer as the judge. 

Because of warming weather entries are down for September trial. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who to took part or was involved with the trial for their great job and friendly 

attitude. 

 

Paul Hill  

Tracking Secretary for P.S.A.B.& O.C.C. Inc. 
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     Rules for Non-Pet Owners 

who Visit and like to complain  

about your Pets. 
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      What the Seagull Saw!!  
 

 

The Seagull reports (yes a little bit of a hiatus and a cracked head) …………………… 

 

 

Rightio… first and foremost – the BIG hair, no more needs to be 

said (yes we all remember the 80’s) We LOVE it you sexy 

beast!! 

 

 

Congrat’s to all the Great & 

Grandparents!!!  

 

 

 

Also Congrats to the Grey Dog and their 

endurance title. 

 

 

 

 

 

Apparently that Wednesday night mob are off to go behind the 

bushes!? – whatever that’s about, not sure we want to know 

 

Ah the UD title – brings a tear to the eye (the Seagull was not 

crying – that was the big haired one) 

 

Another (very large) grey haired dog having a FABULOUS time in the ring down South! 

Wonder what judge that was under? Not to worry, he made amends on the Sunday and got his 

CCD Title. 

 

Talking about Judges – we have a photo of one looking very 

comfortable in the roll, and yes she actually passed a couple of 

competitors, go figure   
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CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
 

CLUB POLO SHIRTS 
Rugged polo shirt that you dog will soon associate with training! Includes 
club badge that is sewn to the front left breast of the shirt. 

    $25.00 

 

CLUB WATERPROOF JACKET 
Ripstop outer with PVC coating  
Chemically treated water repellant outer  
Heat-sealed shoulder and arm seams for waterproofing  
Anti-pilling polar fleece lining  
Removable hood with elastic drawstring and Velcro flaps  
Elastic cuffs with adjustable Velcro tabs 
All club embroidery included (not shown here) 
$80.00 

     CLUB SPRAY JACKET 
     Light spray jacket, great for  
     spring and cooler summer nights 
     All club embroidery included (not shown here) 

$37.50  

 
CLUB BADGES 

Club badges that can be sewn 
onto anything! 
$5.00  
  

DONôT FORGET THAT THE CLUB  
CAN ALSO SUPPLY COLLARS, LEADS,  
DUMBELLS & ARTICLES 
Please see Irena 


