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Newsletter 
    August 2009  

 

                      A WORD FROM THE ‘CHIEF’ 
 

Hello everyone, as you know the club held its‟ first Agility Trial last week-

end. It was a great success, a lot of work for a few people (and isn‟t 

that always the case), but it was worth it. 

 

This brings me to an important aspect of training your dog. Exercise, - 

like all human athletes, dog athletes also need to warm-up prior to 

doing unusual movements. For instance,-  “jumping”. Dogs use different 

muscles when jumping to those they use just walking to and from the 

park. 

 

We all know that dogs jump and romp with other dogs given half a 

chance, but they are doing it in their own time, on the other hand 

when we are training our dogs to jump they are doing it on command, 

so you, as the handler, should understand what is going on with the 

dogs muscles.   

 

This is why, at training all jumping activities must be carried out under the supervision of an instructor, who 

will explain these things to you. If you see a jump set up, please do not just take your dog over to „give it a 

go‟, always ask first., Also a dog should never be taken out of a car and put over jumps at the required 

height, they must be warmed up first, and perhaps a gentle massage to ease them into their work. 

 

It is very easy to forget this important point. We race off to trials, get vetted, put the dog in the car, whilst 

we set up outside the rings, get some breakfast, and lo & behold they‟re calling your number, grab the 

dog and away we go. This is NOT the way to do it, always give yourself time to exercise and warm up your 

dog before working them.  

 

It is so easy for a dog to injure themselves when they are so busy pleasing us, and, like children, having fun 

without being aware of the consequences. It is up to you, the handler, to be aware and do all within your 

power to help your dog. If you should notice your dog limping after training, please see you vet or doggie 

chiropractor or masseuse to make sure you will not be further injuring your dog.  Be vigilant and learn to 

read your dog‟s body language, so that you can notice if there is anything different in his/her movements 

that may indicate a problem.  

 

Congratulations to all who competed in the agility trial, and congratulations to all those who worked so 

hard to make it a success. 
 

Roddy 
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Trraacckkiinngg  
 

 

TRIALS: 

CLUB      DATE OF TRIAL   JUDGE   

PORT STEPHENS ALL BREEDS   23
RD

 AUGUST 2009   MS TIKI FRIEZER 

PORT STEPHENS ALL BREEDS   13
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2009   MRS INEKE DE WITT   

All trials are held at the Wallaroo State Forest 
Start time: 8am 

Entry Fees $22.00 
 

For more information on Trials & Tracking please contact: 
Name   Phone   Mobile   Email 
Paul Hill  02 4976 2497 0427 762 497 zoeypjhill@dodo.com.au 
Mary Greenwood 02 4978 4042    maryg@huntercouncils.com.au 
Moria McGregor 02 4973 3047 
Narelle Vale  02 4382 6045  

 
Or check out the website: www.trackingclubnsw.org.au 

 

Dogs Enjoy Tracking so 

GO TRACKING! 
Dogs enjoy tracking, it’s team exercise for everyone. 

We are a small group, and one trial track can need up to four helpers, so 
tracking people must be prepared to help each other. 

To set tracks we use 500mm to 1 meter of brightly coloured ribbons. We 
put these ribbons on the trees so that we know where we are going. 

Tracking Dogs use 10 meter leads and Tracking Harnesses. 
To get started you will need a reward for the dog – something the dog 

really wants (small pieces of food), a soft collar, a 2-3 meter lead and four 
old socks with your scent on them. 

Dogs must be on lead at all times in a State Forest. 
 
 

 

mailto:zoeypjhill@dodo.com.au
mailto:maryg@huntercouncils.com.au
http://www.trackingclubnsw.org.au/


3 

 

                                                                                         Newsletter Supported By Anna Bay Tavern 

   

AAGGIILLIITTYY  
 

   PORT STEPHENS All BREED’s 

AGILITY / JUMPING / GAMBLERS TRIAL 
 

SATURDAY 25 & SUNDAY 26 JULY 2009 
 

WWhhaatt  aa  GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd!!!!  
 

Thank Youðs 
 

Steve Kay 

Brian Blenkinsop 

Des Holiday 

Lewis Millington 

Paul Hill 

  

Jane Scorer 

Margaret Holiday & Your 

Wonderful Daughter 

Kerrie Armstrong 

Bronwyn 

Gloria Swan for the Scones 

& all those who made and 

donated food. 

Wazza on the BBQ!! 
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Roddy & Vicki 

Doris 

Sammy Kay 

Louisa 

Emma  

Vernonica Ward 

Fran Lillie 

Elspeth & Michael 

Sue Adams 

Irena 

Brian Blenkinsop 

Keith Payne 

 

  

Brett Farrell 
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   Agility Photoõs 
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   Agility Photoõs 
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Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc 

SSoocciiaall  CClluubb 
HUNTER RIVER DISCOVERY CRUISE 

Has unfortunately had to be cancelled as boat has been sold!! 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΗΗ 

 

XMAS GET TO-GETHER 
 

11am on Saturday 14th November 2009  
NIBBLES AND THEN A SPIT ROAST   

1pm for Lunch & Dessert 
 $25.00 pp to cover all costs 

Tea & Coffee Supplied.   Please BYO Drinks. 
  

  
We will need payment by the end July to hold booking 

Please come and join us all ( be quick as numbers are limited) 
Payment can be made to Lee, Bronwyn or Sam 

  
PLEASE REMEMBER PAYMENT MUST BE MADE TO HOLD YOUR PLACE. 
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Presidentõs Dog of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN KELPIE 

 
The Kelpie is an Australian sheep dog successful at mustering and droving with little or no command guidance. 

They are medium-sized dogs and come in a variety of colours. Kelpies have been exported throughout the world and 

are used to muster livestock, primarily sheep, cattle, goats and poultry.  

The variety has been separated into two distinct varieties: the show or bench Kelpie and the working Kelpie. The 

show Kelpie is seen at conformation dog shows in some countries and is selected for appearance rather than working 

instinct. Working Kelpies are bred for working ability rather appearance. 

Appearance 

                    The variety of colouration and coat types puts the Kelpie in a select group, as it is not possible to look at 

an unidentified dog and classify it as a Kelpie. Not a currently recognized breed, Kelpies referred to as Red Cloud 

Kelpies have features with white markings on the face, chest, and feet. 

Working Kelpies 

                             The working Kelpie comes in three coat types, smooth, short and rough with almost every colour 

from black through light or cream. Some Kelpies have a white blaze on the chest, a few have white points. Kelpies 

sometimes have double coat, which sheds out in spring in temperate climates. Agouti is not unusual and can look 

like a double coat. Working Kelpies stand about 50 cm at the withers for females, 55 cms for males; weight would 

be between 14-21 kg. Ears are pricked, but a few will have one or both ears flopped; the tail will often follow the 

coat type, and will vary between smooth to bushy. The dogôs working ability is unrelated to appearance, so stockmen 

looking for capable working dogs disregard the dogôs appearance. A working Kelpie can be a cheap and efficient 

worker which can save farmers and graziers the cost of several hands when mustering livestock. The good working 

Kelpies are heading dogs that will prevent stock from moving away from the stockman. This natural instinct is 

crucial when mustering stock in isolated gorge country, where a good dog will silently move ahead of the stockman 

and block up the stock(usually cattle) until the rider appears. The preferred dogs for cattle work are Kelpies, often of 

a special line, or a Kelpie cross. They will drive a mob of livestock long distances in extremes of climate and 

conditions. Kelpies have natural instincts for managing livestock. They will work sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, poultry, 

and other domestic livestock. The Kelpies signature move is to jump on the backs of sheep and walk across the tops 

of the sheep to reach the other side and break up the jam. A good working Kelpie is a versatile dog -- they can work 

all day on the farm, ranch, or station, and trial on the weekends. Kelpies compete and are exhibited in herding trials, 

ranging from yards or arenas to large open fields working sheep, goats, or ducks.  

Show Kelpies 

                       Show Kelpies are restricted to solid colours(black, chocolate, red, smoky blue, fawn, black and tan, 

red and tan) in a short double coat and pricked ears. Different kennel cubsô breed standards have preferences for 

certain colours. Show Kelpies are generally heavier and shorter than working Kelpies. 
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Temperament 

                        Kelpies are loyal, friendly, intelligent, energetic dogs that require a challenging job to be satisfactory 

companions. They need to be stimulated as idle and bored dogs become frustrated, noisy, and destructive. With 

personalized love and attention, they can be very placid and faithful, although they do need space to run. For the 

show or bench Kelpie, walks and socialization may sufficient to keep them happy. A working bred Kelpie must have 

a job to do and plenty of exercise and mental stimulation to remain healthy and companionable. A Kelpie is not 

aggressive towards people and cannot be considered a guard dog, though he will certainly bark when necessary. 

Working Kelpies may nip when working stock and should be taught early not to do so to humans. 

Working Kelpies have done quite well in dog sports, search and rescue work, and can be good family dogs of they 

receive sufficient physical and mental exercise. The breed is unsuitable for a sedentary life and would not thrive in 

an apartment setting. 

Show Kelpies generally excel in agility trials and may shown in conformation in Australia. ñRileyò an Australian 

Kelpie set the world record for dog jumping when jumped 2.91 metres at the Casterton, Victoria Kelpie Festival. In 

his previous 30 high jump competitions he was only beaten twice. 

Health 

           Kelpies are a hardy breed with few health problems, but they are susceptible to disorders common to all 

breeds, like cryptorchidism, hip dysplasia, cerebellar abiotrophy and luxating patella.  

History 

             The ancestors of the Kelpie were simply (black) dogs, called Colleys or Collies. The word ñCollieò has the 

same root as ñCoalò and ñCollierò. Some of these collies were imported to Australia for stock work in the early 

1800s, and were bred to other types of dogs (possibly including the occasional Dingo), but always an eye to working 

sheep without direct supervision. Todayôs Collie breeds were not formed until 10 or 15 years after the Kelpie was 

established as a breed, with the first official Border Collie 

not brought to Australia until after Federation in 1901. 

Some people claim that Kelpies have some Dingo blood; 

as it was illegal to keep dingoes as pets, some dingo 

owners registered their animals as Kelpies or Kelpie 

crosses. It should be noted that Kelpies and dingoes are 

very similar in conformation and colouring. There is no 

doubt that some have deliberately mated dingoes to their 

Kelpies, and some opinion holds that the best dilution is 

1/16-1/32, but that ½ and ¼ will work. As the dingo has 

been regarded as a savage sheep-killer since the first white 

settlement of Australia, few will admit to the practice.  

The first ñKelpieò was a black and tan female pup with 

floppy ears bought by Jack Gleeson about 1872 from a 

litter born on Warrock Station near Casterton, owned by 

George Robertson, a Scot. This dog was named after the 

mythological kelpie from Celtic folklore. Legend has it 

that ñKelpieò was sired by a dingo, but there is little 

evidence for or against this. In later years she was referred 

to as ñ(Gleesonôs) Kelpieò, to differentiate her from 

ñ(Kingôs) Kelpieò, her daughter. 

The secondòKelpieò was ñ(Kingôs) Kelpieò, another black 

and tan bitch out of ñKelpieò by ñCaesarò a pup from two 

sheep-dogs imported from Scotland. Again, there are 

legends that these two sheep-dogs may never seen 

Scotland, and may have had dingo blood. ñ(Kingôs) 

Kelpieò tied the prestigious Forbes Trial in1879, and the 

strain was soon popularly referred to as ñKelpieôs pupsò or 

just Kelpies. The King brothers joined another breeder, 

McLeod, to form a dog breeding partnership whose dogs 

dominated trials during 1900 to 1920.                
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VACCINATIONS OVERDUE 

     MARCH 09 
 

The following people have vaccinations due. Please show your vaccination 
papers to the registrar before taking the field. 

 
 

KATHERINE COLACI   ELLIE    APRIL 09 
 
JESSICA HALLIFAX   BOBBY & CHARLIE JULY 09 
 
MERIKA MAGNUSON   OLIVIA   JUNE 09 
 
EMMA MCINTYRE    SPUNKY   JULY 09 
 
MERIKA MAGNUSON   OLIVIA   JUNE 09 
 
ALEXIS TATE    SASHA   JUNE 09 
 
STEVEN THOMAS    OSCAR   JUNE 09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

                                                                                         Newsletter Supported By Anna Bay Tavern 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before attending a DWD class for the first time  

or for more information on DWD at our club please email Bev: 

mufflers3@dodo.com.au  

If you need help see Bev!  

 
or visit the Dogs NSW website for more info on the sport: 

http://www.dogsnsw.org.au/dancing-with-dogs 
 

 

WWii tt hh  tt hhee  nneexxtt   DDWWDD  ccoommppeett ii tt ii oonn  
bbeeii nngg  hheelldd  oonn  tt hhee  1166tthh  AAuugguusstt   

yyoouu  mmaayy  bbee  ccoonnssii ddeerr ii nngg  
ccoommppeett ii nngg  ii nn  tt hhee  FFrr eeeesstt yyll ee  oorr   

HHeeeellwwoorr kk   tt oo  MMuussii cc  ccll aasssseess..  II ff   ssoo  
ppll eeaassee  rr eemmeemmbbeerr   oouurr   nneexxtt   

DDaannccii nngg  sseessssii oonn  wwii ll ll   bbee  oonn  aatt   tt hhee  
ccll uubb  TTuueessddaayy  77tt hh  JJuull yy,,  66..3300ppmm  

wwhheerr ee  wwee  ccoouull dd  hheell pp  eeaacchh  oott hheerr   
wwoorr kk   oonn  oouurr   mmoovveess.. 

 
 

Bring  water bowl, crate, plenty of 
soft food rewards that donôt crumble. 

 
 

mailto:mufflers3@dodo.com.au
http://www.dogsnsw.org.au/dancing-with-dogs
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OBEDIENCE 

TRIALING DATES TO NOTE 
Please consult your Dogs NSW magazine for more information, or check out the gazette online at 

www.dogs.nsw.com.au for more trial dates as not all trials may not be listed here. 

CLUB   DATE OF TRIAL  TOWN/SUBURB  ENTRIES CLOSE 

CENTRAL COAST SAT 29 & SUN 30 AUGUST KINCUMBER   4 AUGUST 2009 

HILLS DISTRICT SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER CASTLE HILL   7 AUGUST 2009   

SYDNEY ALL BREEDS SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER CONCORD   24 AUGUST 2009 

BLACKTOWN  SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER GLENDENNING  28 AUGUST 2009 

COFFS HARBOUR SAT 19 & SUN 20 SEPT COFFS HARBOUR  28 AUGUST 2009 

METROPOLITAN  WEDNESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER LINDFIELD   2 SEPTEMBER 2009 

NEWCASTLE  FRI 25 & SAT 26 SEPTEMBER HILLSBOROUGH  4 SEPTEMBER 2009 

 

  

 

AGILITY/JUMPING 

TRIALING DATES TO NOTE 
Please consult your Dogs NSW magazine for more information, or check out the gazette online at 

www.dogs.nsw.com.au  for more trial dates as not all trials may be listed here. 

CLUB   DATE OF TRIAL  TOWN/SUBURB  ENTRIES CLOSE 

FESTIVAL OF AGILITY SAT 5 & SUN 6 SEPTEMBER ERSKINE PARK   14 AUGUST 2009 

SUTHERLAND  SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER SUTHERLAND   28 AUGUST 2009 

COFFS HARBOUR SAT 19 & SUN 20 SEPT COFFS HARBOUR  28 AUGUST 2009 

http://www.dogs.nsw.com.au/
http://www.dogs.nsw.com.au/
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                                                                   NNEEWWSS  
                                                                    IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTOORRSS  CCOOUURRSSEE  22001100  

MMeemmbbeerrss  mmuusstt   bbee  iinn  44tthh  CCllaassss  oorr  aabboovvee,,  oorr  hhaavvee  pprreevviioouussllyy  tt rraaiinneedd  aa  ddoogg  ttoo  tthhaatt  lleevveell  ooff  eexxppeerrtt iissee..  

TThheeyy  wwiill ll  nneeeedd  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  aa  DDooggss  NNSSWW  IInnsstt rruuccttoorrss  mmaannuuaall  aanndd  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt   AANNKKCC  tt rriiaallll iinngg  
rruulleess..  

TThhee  ccoouurrssee  wwiillll  bbee  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  1166  wweeeekkss  dduurraatt iioonn,,    AAllll  tt rraaiinneeee  iinnssttrruuccttoorrss  wwiillll  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  sstteewwaarrdd  
aatt   oouurr  tt rriiaallss  iinn  MMaayy,,  22001100..  

LLeeccttuurreess  wwiillll  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy  aafftteerr  tt rraaiinniinngg  aanndd  wwiill ll  bbee  ooff  aa  11--22  hhrr  dduurraatt iioonn..    AA  7755%%  aatt tteennddaannccee  iiss  
rreeqquuiirreedd  aanndd  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aa  wwrriitt tteenn  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt  eeaacchh  wweeeekk..  

TThheerree  wwiill ll  bbee  aa  wwrriitt tteenn  22  hhoouurr  eexxaamm,,  aann  oorraall  eexxaamm  aanndd  aa  pprraacctt iiccaall  eexxaamm..  

AA  ssyyaallllaabbuuss  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  nneeaarr  ffuuttuurree   

_______________________________ 
 

   Welcome  
    New Members 

 

 
Bronwyn Conyers   With „Jet‟, „Flash‟ & „Sweep‟ 

Robyn Smith    With „Jasper‟ 

Paul Bayley    With „Brynn‟ 

Nicole Woods    With „Tipper‟ 

Karen Smith    With „Timmy‟ 

Justin Higginbottom   With „Holly‟ 

Amanda McGregor   With „Mya‟ 

Steve Milliken    With „Storm‟, „Charm‟ & „Coady‟ 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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           Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc. 

      Annual General Meeting 
 

Will be held at the clubhouse on Wednesday, 2nd September, 2009 
 
Nominations for Management Committee positions must be sent or given to the Returning Officer  
Fran Lillie no later than Wednesday 5th August, 2009 
 

Positions Vacant: 
Vice President 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

3 Committee Members 
 

Nomination forms are available from the Canteen. Or can be downloaded from the website ɀ See 
ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÏÒÍÓȭ ÐÁÇÅȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Port Stephens All Breeds & Obedience Canine Club Inc. 

Obedience Branch  

Annual General Meeting 
 

Will be held at the clubhouse on Sunday, 2nd August, 2009 
 
Nominations for positions on the Obedience Branch Committee must be given to the Returning 
Officer Fran Lillie no later than 5th July, 2009.   

 
Position Vacant 

 
President 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Chief Instructor 
4 committee members 

Nominations forms are available from the Canteen or can be down loaded from the website ɀ See 
ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÏÒÍÓȭ 0ÁÇÅ 
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If a dog was the teacher you would learn stuff like:  

When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.  

Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride.  

Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.  

When it's in your best interest, practice obedience.  

Let others know when they've invaded your territory.  

 
Take naps.  

Stretch before rising.  

Run, romp, and play daily.  

 
Thrive on attention and let people touch you.  
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Avoid biting when a simple growl will do.  

On warm days, stop to lie on your back in the grass 

 

 
On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree.  

When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body.  

 
No matter how often you're scolded, don't buy into the guilt thing and pout .. Run right back and make 

friends.  

 

 

Delight in the simple joy of a long walk.  

Eat with gusto and enthusiasm. Stop when you have had enough.  

 
Be loyal. Never pretend to be something you're not.  

If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.  

When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gentl 
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CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
 

CLUB POLO SHIRTS 
Rugged polo shirt that you dog will soon associate with training! Includes 
club badge that is sewn to the front left breast of the shirt. 

    $25.00 

 

CLUB WATERPROOF JACKET 
Ripstop outer with PVC coating  
Chemically treated water repellant outer  
Heat-sealed shoulder and arm seams for waterproofing  
Anti-pilling polar fleece lining  
Removable hood with elastic drawstring and Velcro flaps  
Elastic cuffs with adjustable Velcro tabs 
All club embroidery included (not shown here) 
$80.00 

     CLUB SPRAY JACKET 
     Light spray jacket, great for  
     spring and cooler summer nights 
     All club embroidery included (not shown here) 

$37.50  

 
CLUB BADGES 

Club badges that can be sewn 
onto anything! 
$5.00  
  

DONôT FORGET THAT THE CLUB  
CAN ALSO SUPPLY COLLARS, LEADS,  
DUMBELLS & ARTICLES 
Please see Irena 


