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I’m sure most of you would have seen programmes on wolves. 
So, when you are taking 2 or more dogs for a walk, you are walking a pack of dogs. If you are in an area where dogs are 
allowed off lead and you have 1 dog, but it is playing with its friends, the playgroup is a ‘pack’.  Consider if a rabbit ran 
across their path. One dog would initiate a chase, and the others would simply join in and follow the leader. Your chances 
of calling your dog back, even though it may do excellent re-calls in the ring or at training, the excitement of the chase 
would overtake all that. 
 
When the lead dog chases, catches and starts attacking its quarry, whether it is a cat, another dog, a child or even an 
adult, the others will probably join in the fray. Then there is BIG trouble. 
The only way to avoid this, is to be very aware that if you have more than 1 dog you have a pack of dogs, if your dog is 
playing with a group, then they are a pack. You as the owner must keep a very careful eye on your dog, and watch the 
others. Your job is to nip (pardon the pun) any bad behaviour in the bud, and not let things get out of control.  BE ALERT. 
 
It will help you to understand your dog much better if you investigate the breed you have chosen, find out the history of the 
breed, that is to say, what was its bread to do. This will give a clue to behaviour.  Dachshund’s were bred to go after 
badgers, so if they may be really good diggers. Jack Russell’s were bred to catch rats so they are great chasers. Border 
Collie’s were bread to herd sheep, so they are very watchful and quick.  These are just few examples to show you that 
what your dog is bred for will affect its behaviour. 
If you have a cross bred dog, and you know what breeds are in the mix, your job is harder, as you will have to look at all the 
breeds involved and work it out from there. 
No matter what happens, the most important issue is to know your dog, reading about the breed will help you. 
 
Happy training and congratulations to all who were promoted this month 
 
Roddy Macdonald 
Chief Instructor.    
 
 

A WORD FROM THE ‘CHIEF’  
 

Hello everyone, in light of what happened a couple of weeks ago when 
those dogs at a beach ran across a road into a park and attacked a lady, I 
thought I would remind you that if you have more then 1 dog, you have a 
‘pack’ of dogs.  We often hear of behaviour being referred to as ‘pack 
mentality’, and you need to realise, that dogs in a pack, can behave quite 
differently to a dog on it’s own. 
Gentle loving ‘Fido’ can become part of a killing machine when there are 
other dogs with him. 
This stems from ‘Fidos’ ancestry. You are taught in classes that dog are 
pack animals, and that you, as the handler, must be the pack leader. Being 
a member of a pack is being a member of a society.  In the wild dogs hunt 
in packs, stay together for mutual support and for company. 
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The following people have vaccinations due. Please show your vaccination 

papers to the registrar before taking the field. 
 
 
HELEN MUSETH   PEARL  NOT SUPPLIED 
 
DANIELLE TRAPPEL  STITCH  NOT SUPPLIED 
 
BEN TRAPPEL   ALI   NOT SUPPLIED 
 
JEN FOSTER   TIGER  NOT SUPPLIED 
 
KERRY ROGERS   JENNY  NOT SUPPLIED 
     TRISTAN 
     BLUEY 
 
MARION OUTTERIDGE  MORGAN  JULY 08 
     RAIDER 
 
MICHAEL ABELA   LOGAN  SEPT 08 
 
CRAIG BALLARD   MIMI   FEB 09 
 
KAYE BROWN   SALLY  AUG 08 
 
RICHARD BYRNE   TZAR   FEB 09 
 
JANINE CHESHIRE  LUCY   NOV 08 
 
JEANETTE COE   GRACE  FEB 09 
 
CAMERON CRAMP  AMBER  FEB 09 
 
ANNE HILLS   JASPER  JAN 09 
 
ADELE HUTCHERKO  SHARNIE  NOV 08 
 
LEAH MIDDLETON   AMBER  FEB 09 
 
ANITA PYNE   SAM   FEB 09 
     TILLY 
 
 
 



 6 
 
 

        ���������	�
��

��
���
����� 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KOMONDOR  
 

The KOMONDOR is a large white coloured Hungarian breed of livestock guardian dog with a long, corded 
coat. The Komondor is an old established powerful dog breed which has natural guardian instinct to guard 
livestock and any kinds of properties. The Komondor was mentioned for the first time in 1544. The Komondor 
breed has been declared as one or Hungary’s national treasures, which should be preserved and protected from 
modification. The Puli is another Hungarian sheep dog about half the size of the Komondor and usually black in 
colour.  
Appearance 
                     The Komondor is a large dog (many over 80 cms), making this one of the largest breeds of dog. 
The body is covered by a heavy, matted, corded coat. The dogs have robust bodies, strongly muscled, with 
plenty of bones, long legs and a short back, with tails carried low. The body, seen sideways, forms a prone 
rectangle. The length of the body is slightly longer than the height at the whithers.  
The Komondor has a broad head with the muzzle slightly shorter than half the length of the head, with an even 
and complete scissor bite. Nose and lips are always black. People unfamiliar with the breed are surprised by 
how quick and agile the dogs are. The Komondor’s appearance is dignified and commands respect. 
Coat 
        The Komondor’s coat is a long, thick, strikingly corded white coat, about 20 – 27 cm long (the heaviest 
amount of fur in the canine world), which resembles dreadlocks or a mop. The puppy coat is soft and fluffy. 
However, the coat is wavy and tends to curls as the puppy matures. A fully mature coat is formed naturally from 
the soft undercoat and the coarser outer coat combining to form tassels, or cords and will take about two years 
to form. Some help is needed in separating the cords so the dog does not turn into one large matted mess. The 
length of the cords increases with time as the coat grows. Shedding is very minimal with this breed, contrary to 
what one might think. The only substantial shedding occurs as a puppy before the dreadlocks fully form. The 
Komondor is born with only a white coat, unlike the similar looking Puli, which can be white, black, or 
sometimes grayish. However, a working Komondor’s coat may be discoloured by the elements, and may appear 
off-white if not washed regularly. Traditionally the coat protected the Komondor from wolves’ bites, as the 
bites were not able to penetrate the thick coat. 
Temperament 
                        The Komondor’s temperament is like that of most livestock guarding dogs, it is calm and steady 
when things are normal, but in the case of trouble, the dog will fearlessly defend its charges. It was bred to think 
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and act independently and make decisions on its own. It is affectionate with its family, and gentle with the 
children and friends of the family. Although wary of strangers, they can accept them when it is clear that no 
harm is meant, but is instinctively very protective of its family, home and possessions. The Komondor is good 
with other family pets but is intolerant to trespassers and teasing, and is not a good dog for city live. The dog is 
vigilant, will rest in the daytime, keeping an eye on the surroundings, but at night is constantly moving, 
patrolling the place, moving up and down around the whole area. The dogs usually knock down intruders and 
keep them down until the owner arrives. Hungarian Komondor breeders used to say that an intruder may be 
allowed to enter the property guarded by a Komondor, but he will not be allowed to come out again.  
Uses 
        The breed has a natural guardian instinct and ability to guard livestock. An athletic dog, the Komondor is 
fast and powerful and will leap at a predator to drive it of knock it down. It can be used successfully to guard 
sheep against wolves and bears. 

 
Training 
               Due to the Komondor’s size, power, speed and temperament, a lack of obedience training, which 
should start at a young age (4 to 8 months), can result in danger to others. Komondor’s generally take well to 
training if started early. A Komondor can become obstinate when bored, so it is imperative that training 
sessions be upbeat and happy. Praise is a must, as are consistent and humane corrections. Once a Komondor 
gets away with unfriendly or hostile behavior, it will always think such behavior is appropriate. Therefore, 
consistent corrections even with a young puppy are necessary to ensure a well-adjusted adult. Socialization is 
also extremely important. The Komondor should be exposed to new situations, people and other dogs as a 
puppy. Because it is a natural guard dog, a Komondor that is not properly socialized may react in an excessively 
aggressive manner when confronted with a new situation or person. Given the proper environment and care, a 
Komondor is a responsible, loving dog. They are devoted and calm without being sluggish. As in any breed, 
there is quite a range of personalities, so your needs should be outlined clearly to your breeder. An experienced 
breeder can try to identify that personality which would be happier as an independent livestock dog, or that 
which wants more to please and would make a good obedience dog or family pet. Adolescence can be marked 
by changes in a Komondor’s temperament, eating habits, trainability and general attitude. Many Komondor’s 
are “late bloomers”, not fully mature until nearly three years of age. 
Health 
           Komondor’s do not suffer many heredity problems. Perhaps because the breed has descended from 
centuries of hardy working stock, Komondor’s have few genetically linked problems found in other breeds, nor 
is there dwarfism or hereditary blood disorders.   
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You’re Name:  Bron  
  
You’re Dogs Name: PJ – He is a Fox Terrier X 
  
How long have you been coming to the club and how old 
was your dog?  
I have been coming to the club for almost 2 
years, PJ is 2yrs 2months. 
  
Why did you first come to the club?  
I first came to the club to learn how to control 
and socialise the "Cherub" - Foxy's have 
reputation as yappers and snappers - didn't want 
one of them - I think we have been mostly 
successful.  He rarely barks unless there is 
something to alert me about and except for the 
foxy and most small dog trait "don't stand over 
me" is generally not a snapper.  He luvs to play 
with all the other dogs and can't wait to get to 

school to see his mates.  We have started to do Agility too which really enjoys.  
  
How long did it take you to move through the classes? 
About 1 year, we progressed fairly quickly to class 4 but I think we went into class 4 a 
bit too soon and were there for a few months. Class 5-6 has been good (more for mum 
than PJ!)  but we are still a work in progress……. 
  
What was the thing that PJ was the worst at in those early classes? 

Then & Now   SNIFFING  Must have some Beagle in him somewhere. 
  
Why did you decide to actually go in competitions?   
1st -Jessica made me do it     2nd - We had put in all that hard work. Why waste it! 
  
What level is PJ up to now?   
He has gained his CCD Title.  Now I'm working on being brave and going off lead in 
Novice. Not that brave yet. He can do it but will he do it with out sniffing and running off 
to relieve himself   HHMmmmmmm   Maybe at Our trial, we will have to wait & see. 
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What do enjoy best about trialling?    
Apart from the sheer terror at first, the sense of achievement and meeting new people 
and their dogs. 
  
Now that you are trialling what is your biggest hurdle?   

SNIFFING   SNIFFING  & SNIFFING  oh did I mention SNIFFING  and 
keeping his attention on me.  "Hellooo!!!! I’m up here not down there" 
  
Why do you like being a member of this club?  
The friendly atmosphere and great friends, support from fellow members. 
  
What would you say to a person that was thinking about bringing their dog to training?  
Definitely try it.  What have you got to loose.  It will help cement your relationship with 
your pet and also gain a well behaved, happy friend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�u� �Ÿ�Ï�¥�Q�w� �£�˜�–�¥�Q�¥� �Q�‡�š�¤�š�¥�Q�u� �Ÿ�Ï�¥�Q�w� �£�˜�–�¥�Q�¥� �Q�‡�š�¤�š�¥�Q�u� �Ÿ�Ï�¥�Q�w� �£�˜�–�¥�Q�¥� �Q�‡�š�¤�š�¥�Q�u� �Ÿ�Ï�¥�Q�w� �£�˜�–�¥�Q�¥� �Q�‡�š�¤�š�¥�Q
�€�¦�£�Q�ˆ�–�“�¤�š�¥�–�R�€�¦�£�Q�ˆ�–�“�¤�š�¥�–�R�€�¦�£�Q�ˆ�–�“�¤�š�¥�–�R�€�¦�£�Q�ˆ�–�“�¤�š�¥�–�R�Q�Q�Q�Q

www.portstephensdogclub.org.au 
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From time to time people tell me, “Lighten up, it’s just a dog,” or, “That’s a lot of 
money for just a dog.” They don’t understand the distance traveled, time spent, 
or costs involved for “Just a dog”. Some of my proudest moments have come 

about with “Just a dog”. Many hours have passed with my only company being 
“Just a dog”, and not once have I felt slighted. Some of my saddest moments 

were brought about by “Just a dog”. In those days of darkness, the gentle touch 
of “Just a dog” provided comfort and purpose to overcome the day. 

 
If you too think it’s “Just a dog”, you will probably understand phases like “Just a 
friend”, “Just a sunrise”, or “Just a promise”. “Just a dog” brings into my life the 
very essence of friendship, trust and the compassion and patience that makes 

me a better person. Because of “Just a dog” I will rise early, take long walks and 
look longingly to the future. 

 
For me and folks like me, it’s not “Just a 
dog”. It’s an embodiment of all the hopes 

and dreams of the future, the fond 
memories of the past and the pure joy of 

the moment. “Just a dog” brings out what’s 
good in me and diverts my thoughts away 

from myself and the worries of the day. 
 

I hope that someday people can 
understand it’s not “Just a dog”. It’s the 

thing that gives me humanity and keeps me 
from being “Just a man or woman”. 

 
So the next time you hear the phrase “Just 

a dog”, smile, because they  
“Just Don’t Understand”. 

 
- Author unknown 
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Please consult your Dogs NSW magazine for more information, or check out the gazette online at 
www.dogs.nsw.com.au for more trial dates as not all trials may not be listed here. 
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www.dogs.nsw.com.au for more trial dates as not all trials may be listed here. 
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Also at a date to be made in April we shall be staging a Great 

Australian Bite for Diabetes where morning tea will be offered at 
Sunday training for a gold coin donation (tax deductable). Stay tuned 

to web site for more information. Jane will be there and be able to give 
information on Diabetes. (Probably 26th April) 
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The Seagull reports……………………………………….. 
 
What’s going on with the Agility Crew?! The seagull heard that the group were wonderful 
ambassadors for the club (were purple t-shirts worn?). Apparently there was a squished tunnel, 
a very used tunnel and some marked trees or was it poles?! This group was still laughing a week 
later. 
 
A fabulous month with too many titles to list – more credit to the club. 
 
Note to self – when convoy leaving town for a trial, one person must know place of destination. 
(Thank God for the Chief Instructor). 
 
God knows what goes on in Class 4 with Macca!? 
 
Labradoodles showing everyone up! 
 
A whippet in Class 1 that heals just beautifully (better than that terrier in class 5 at the 
moment!). 
 
Champagne all round at the Hornsby Trial (as it should be!). 
 
Looking forward to seeing the new GSD puppy in class (keep away from that Chief Instructor!). 
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Rugged polo shirt that you dog will soon associate with training! Includes 
club badge that is sewn to the front left breast of the shirt. 

    $25.00 
�

������
����������
���� �
Ripstop outer with PVC coating  
Chemically treated water repellant outer  
Heat-sealed shoulder and arm seams for waterproofing  
Anti-pilling polar fleece lining  
Removable hood with elastic drawstring and Velcro flaps  
Elastic cuffs with adjustable Velcro tabs 
All club embroidery included (not shown here) 
$80.00 

� � � � � ��������
���
�����
� � � � � Light spray jacket, great for  
     spring and cooler summer nights 
     All club embroidery included (not shown here) 

$37.50  

 
������
���� �
Club badges that can be sewn 
onto anything! 
$5.00  
  

DON’T FORGET THAT THE CLUB  
CAN ALSO SUPPLY COLLARS, LEADS,  
DUMBELLS & ARTICLES 
Please see Irena 


